
NEUTRAL CASE EVALUATION GUIDELINES 
FOR EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION CASES 

 
 
The following cases will generally be EXCLUDED from neutral case evaluation, 
unless counsel and the evaluator agree otherwise: 
 

1. Any case where a custody or visitation issue is outstanding. 
2. Cases where a pro se party is involved. 
3. Cases where there are complex tracing issues. 
4. Cases involving novel issues of law or where an issue is a case of first 

impression in the Commonwealth. 
 

In recognition of the fact that the evaluators are working pro bono, they shall also 
have the right to refuse a case that would require an inordinate amount of time to 
handle. 
 
In addition, the NCE evaluator and counsel shall be responsible for determining any 
possible conflict with the NCE evaluator prior to the scheduling of the Settlement 
Conference.  If a conflict is discovered, a new evaluator should be selected. 
 
Rooms for Settlement Conferences can be reserved at the Court on Monday or 
Wednesday mornings at 8:30 a.m. by calling Judges Chambers at (703) 246-2221.  
Evaluators may also hold Settlement Conferences at their own office. 
 
Prior to the start of the Settlement Conference, all counsel and parties must complete 
a Statement of Understanding, outlining the terms and conditions of the Settlement 
Conference. 
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